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Team of Ex-Green Berei‘s Tramed {

Terrorists fon’_.abyan Govemmenf

The followmg article is based on repornn by Phillp Taubman and J eff Gerth’

and was written byM’r. Taubman.

POVOLULU Aug 24'— Four years
ago, 10 men trained by the Army Special
Forces to be America’s elite commando

troops went to work for the Govetnment -

of Libya, training terrorists. .5
According. to particxpants :in th
operation, and Federal- invmtloators
who have since tried to reconstruct the
events, the men went to Kibya with the
Lnowledge and endorsement of the
United States Army. They apparently.
f)f‘leved that they were infiltrating the
Libyan Government on behall of the

Central Intelligence Agercy. = .
Nine were. retired members of the
Special Forces, better known as Green

Berets.. The :10th, 'who - recruited .the } P

others.for the m_isslon, was a master ser-
geant in the Green Berets-and was on ac-
tive duty. He had been recruited by a
former agent for the Central Intelh-
genceAgency.

It1sOrganizerls a Fughlvs

The belief of the 10 men that the mis- -

sion was intended by the C.L.A. as an in.
filtration of the Government of Col.
Muammar el-Qaddati was apparently
shared by ranking Green Beret offlcers. .
Whether it was remains uhcertain.
The C.I.A. denies any involvement;
many participants, and some Federal
investigators, believe the mission had at
least the tacit approval of the agency.
What is certain, say the Federal in-
vestigators and the participants, is that
the operation was organized, financed
and directed by Edwin P, 'Wilson, a for-

- mer Central Intelligence agent. In 1976,

according to the investigators, Mr. Wil-
sonclosed a business deal with Colonel.
[Qaddati to sell his.expertise in intelli- ;
‘gence, arms and axplosives to leya for
-the training of terrorists.

Mr. Wilson was mdicted in 1980by a
‘Federal grand Jury-on charges-of e |
-gally exporting. explosivu to Libya. He §
isnowa rugltive,believed tobeli

",

Mr. Wilson’suse of Green Berets, hké

‘other aspects of his relationship with

:Libya, has generated problems {or the
United. States Government and rafsed
‘questions about the way Federal au-
thorities handled the matter. ;% 5

The Justice Department, ahel- lnya-
txgaung the case-and calling: many of
the Green Berets before a grand jury for.
questicaing in July 1979, produced no'in-
dictments. One reason. investizators.

”»

vmgm; - me involvement of the Greén Berets

sp-d-uomNmYu'mmu H S " :
‘said, was the lack of any Y F’*deraﬂaw ;

prohibiting the training of térrorists out-
sidethe Umted Stata by Amenmn citi-

* Slow to Accept Res;:onsibillty

‘The "Army and the intelligence ag..n‘
cy, investigators said, bave been slow to
dccept responsibility for the activity of
those who were employeas or former
employees when the operatmn began in

377,

“TAn informal Army review of thc- case,
fegun after the: Justice -Department
started its investigation, ended incon-
clusively, accoraing to Defense Départ-
entofficials. ; -

-2-Lieut. Col. Harold Isa.acson a spok&s-‘
iman for the Special Forces, with head-
quarters at Fort Bragg, N.C., said that
the involvement of former Green Berets

" -ties of former Green Berets in general,
~veas not the respensibility of the Special |
> Porces. Army officials said that inquir-
iieg had determined that the one active-
‘duty officer involved, and the superiors
2who endorsed his role, had apparently
'acted in geod faith, believing the mis-
sion was sancnon°d by Central Intelli-
gence
,v..‘leham J. Casey, thaDlrector of Cen-
Stral Intelligence, recently ordered a re-
~view of agency policies to guard against
zthie transfer of information and- " tech-
-nology by former agents to such coun-
I4ries as the Soviet. Union and Libya. The
Treview was prompted by the case of Mr.°
;Wubon and Frank Terpil, another for-'
er agent, in which agency connections
2%cre used in_getting the explosives to’
*Libya illegally and in the training of ter-
.ronsts there. Mr. Casey said the agen~
cy’s general counsel was *‘reviewing our
Scontracts to develop additional protec-
“tions -against Thé Kind of moonighting
.and use of our contractors and tech--
1 nology which occurred in the Wilson-
Terpxl situation »oL s

- callto Fayettevm
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in the Libyan training operation began

son, then a Special Forces master ser-
geant, received a phone call at his home

. identified himself as Patry Loomis. Mr.

;| Thompson played a key role mnumer-

ous covert tions in Vietnam and’
‘Latin Americe in the 1960’s and 1970'9,
“according tointellixence officials. .

1 versation. **I thought it might be some-

.in the Libyan operation, like the activi- "¢

= Mr Loomis offered no detaxls about

on July 21, 1977, when.Luke F. Thomp- |-

in Fayetteville, N.C., from a man who !
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Ml LAAIRIILY o vanwas oan —a

called military countennfelhgenu e offi-
| cials at Fort Bragg to report on the con-

thing subversive, you know, maybe a
foreign power trymg to lure us into
somethmg,"he said." L

s Talked All Night, He Says

That evemng two counterintelligence
officials from Fort Bragg drove 10 Mr.
‘Thompson’s house and the three talked
over the conversation that Mr. Tholnp-
son had had unti! early the fouowmg
- morning, Mr. Thompson said.
The next day, Mr. Looxms called
again, this time to arrrange a mesting
|with Mr. Thompson and the men he was ,
recruiting. They picked the Sherafon’.
Motor lnn in Fayetteville. The ime was{
tobe the fcllowing day, July 23. -

Mr. Thorapson notified the counterin-

telligence officiers. ““They told me to
keep cooperating,” hesaid. -

On the day of the meeting, the coun-
terintelligence officers called Mr.
Thompson. He recalled: “They said:-
‘We've checked this to the top and it’s
legal and aboveboard. You can pursue it
as you desire.” ”’ Satisfied that he was
dealing with a Government operanon
hesald be went to the meeting.. .-. -

- SaysHe Wasin Deep‘Cover

" Mr.Loomis and a Washington lawyer,
the account by Mr. Thompson contin-
ueqd, escorted Mr. Thompsor and three.
recently retired Green Berets to his’
room. After turning up the volume on
the television, accordmg to Mr. Thomp-
son, Mr. Loomis identified himself as a
Central Intelligence agent: *“He said he
was with the agency and had just re-
cently come out of deep cover in Indone-
sia in ‘the’ axrcraft mdustry," Mr.
Thompsonsaid. - :

ration, saying that information

wou.l be provided outside the United
States, but he did explain that the men
would receive $4,500 a month, plus bo-
nuses, He told them to fly to Washington
several days later and he gave each
manseveral $100bills. 7t - -

Investigators later determined that
Mr.. Loomis bad apprcacted ~Mr.
‘Thompson shortly after being dismissed
from the C.I.A. for helping Mr. leson
i obtain explosive timers for Libya.,
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